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President  Message

The keynote speaker was President Barak Obama. This was the first time in the 135 year history of 
the URJ (formerly the Union of American Hebrew Congregations), a sitting President addressed the 
plenum. Also in attendance was Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak, Chairman of the Jewish 
Agency for Israel Natan Sharansky, Founder and CEO of Susan G. Komen for the Cure Nancy 
Brinker, who received the Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath award, Reform Judaismôs highest award. 
There was a tribute to Debbie Friedman and Theodore Bikel, who received the Inaugural Debbie 
Friedman Award for Contributions to Jewish Music. Hebrew Union College in NY has just dedicated 
their music school as the Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music, in her honor and memory.

During the week, I attended multiple learning sessions about various topics: How to grow your 
membership; Engaging the youth; Legacy Planning; Clergy contracts; Temple President sessions; 
Community Outreach and so many more. I could only attend a few, since many overlapped. I also 
attended two Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ) programs. TBO Sisterhood received a special 
award for increasing their membership since the last Biennial. The main speaker at the Y.E.S. Fund 
luncheon was the President of NFTY (North American Federation of Temple Youth). Part of the 
money thatôs donated to the Y.E.S. fund goes to support NFTY programs. The youth are our future 
leaders. How do we keep them engaged and connected?

At the Sunday morning closing service, URJ President-elect Rabbi Rick Jacobs challenged all 
congregations to answer these questions:

Is my congregation the most compelling Jewish community I can imagine?
Whatôs inspiring about my congregation? Whatôs not working well? Whatôs broken? Whatôs just 
plain shoddy, or ordinary, or so drab that no one cares whether it is broken or not? In a word, 
whatôs ñnot really excellent?ò
What would help me make my congregation the place I dream of? 

How would you answer any of these questions to make Temple Beth Ohr great?

You can see and hear his whole address, plus all the other Biennial speeches, on the URJ website: 
www.urj.org.

LôShalomand thank you for this wonderful experience,

Leslie Berger

I had the honor of representing Temple Beth Ohr at the 71st Biennial 
Convention of the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) at the Gaylord 
Conference Center in National Harbor, MD, just outside of Washington, 
DC on December 14-18, 2011. It was my first experience attending the 
entire event. (I attended the Biennial in San Diego in 2007, but only for 
Friday night and Saturday.) There were 6,000 people in attendance 
from 900 congregations in North America and England! They actually 
had to close the registration at 5,000! Imagine having Shabbat dinner 
with 5,000 fellow Jews all in one room! Celebrating Friday night 
Shabbat service with over 6,000 of your friends and colleagues was 
inspirational and moving! The musical performances were great and 
the sermons by retiring URJ President Rabbi Eric Yoffie (after 16 
years) and President-elect Rabbi Rick Jacobs were uplifting!
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A note from the Cantor

Kyle Cotler

One of my personal challenges in seeking spiritual enlightenment and harmony with the world is 
finding beauty in all of God's creations. It's not hard to look at the Grand Canyon and 
appreciate the vast expanses. It's not hard to marvel at any nature program narrated by David 
Attenborough. But sometimes, the hardest people and things to appreciate are right in front of 
us!

My cats are a perfect example. I have two cats which I adopted in September from the pound. 
At the time, they were very cute and grateful to be removed from their confines. But now their 
personalities have shown, and thus, my true challenge started. It is easy to love people and 
pets when they are sweet and nice (and cuddly). But it takes extreme patience to examine the 
soul or nefesh in any creature and find the inherent beauty within. Many times I have asked 
myself, "How am I supposed to tolerate one cat who is anti-social, attacking anything that 
moves, and another cat who can't stop drooling and has the personality of a diva!?!?"

These cats are teaching me patience. The Talmud extols patience as a critical human virtue. 
We see it championed throughout our history and literature. For example, in the story of Micah, 
he suffers many challenging conditions and yet endures, saying "I will wait for the God who 
saves me." The Book of Proverbs also references this virtue in 14:29 saying, "The patient 
person shows much good sense, but the quick-tempered person displays folly at its height."

These simple teachings have aided me in understanding and loving the two adorable (though 
sometimes annoying) little fur balls. And through my learned patience for little problems like a 
cat that drools or a cat always on the offensive, it translates to patience and understanding on a 
greater level.

The Souls of Cat Folks
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From The Editor:

I welcome inputs from all our community.  Please 

submit all data to me or Temple Secretary in the 

Temple office by the 15th of the Month.  I accept 

and prefer E-Mails with text or attachments in 

Word, Power point, Adobe, and jpegs.  My E-Mail 

address is:   david@yungman.com

My phone number is:  (562) 947-3704

Visit us on the web

www.templebethohr.com

SEE OUR WEBSITE!!!
Thank you WEB designer Susan Carey.

Dear Temple Family,

The outpouring of get-well cards, emails, 
telephone calls, and prayers on my behalf 

has been overwhelming.

Due to the sheer volume of these well-
wishes, there is no way I can personally 
thank each of you individually for your 

concern. But I can tell you how much your 
support means to me: It keeps me going 

everyday; It brightens my spirits; and it lets 
me know there are so many people in my 
corner, rooting for me to win this battle of 

my life. 

Your support has been invaluable. I 
treasure it dearly.

Thank you!

Arlyne Cramer

Editors Note:  Arlyne submitted this before 
her passing

http://www.templebethohr.com/
http://www.templebethohr.com/
http://www.templebethohr.com/
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As we celebrate our 55th anniversary, the cost to repair and maintain our building continues to rise.  A 

ñFuture Needs Committeeò was created to identify the needs of the temple.  The committee met a few 

times and came up with a Wish List of items with (3) different levels of needs for the temple: Immediate 

(under $1000), Short Term and Long Term. It was decided to turn over the higher cost óShort Termô and 

óLong Termô Needs to the new Planning Committee Chair.

Many of our congregants prefer to donate to something specific, rather than the general fund. Now hereôs 

your chance to help TBO! 

The Wish List of Immediate items (under $1000 each) is below. This is a great opportunity for 

congregants to donate money (we all need a write-off) and get recognition for one or more of the items of 

their choosing:

V Kitchen roof wiring

V New wood credenza for office (to match desk and file cabinet)

V New storage cabinets for the classrooms

V Full patio cover

V Move outdoor sign closer to intersection (better visibility from both streets)

V Portable clothes steamer (to steam the tablecloths)

V New Speakers for the sanctuary (Donated by Robert and Sandra Block)

Call Leslie Berger @ 310.871.8498 or Paul Friedman @ 714.870.7498 to discuss.

My Family and I want to thank everyone for 
the cards and calls for my dear friend 
Joyce Ann Carter. She will be missed. 

Adrienne Casson

Marsha and Les Braunstein
would like to invite you to 
celebrate with them the 80th

birthday of her mother, Evelyn 
Levin, at services on Friday, 

February 17th. A special oneg
will follow services.
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ALL IN THE FAMILYALL IN THE FAMILY

Oneg Servers

February Anniversaries

Shabbat Flowers

January

January
February Birthdays

If you would like to order flowers for special occasions, please 
contact Dottie Rotheat 714-523-2658 Or (714)293-9563.

Oneg Sponsers

January

4 Mike & Sharon Kravitz

11 Gerald & Marian Schain

14 Michael & Susan Renberg

14 Brian & Teresa Goldstein

15 Arthur & Donna Berglas-Hess

17 Aaron & Norma Liepe

28 Stephen & Sharon Goldman

01 Viviana Bergerson
01 Ray Urwin
02 Myrna Kane
03 Rita Silverman
03 Trudy Dubovy
03 Mark Volen
04 Roland Luna
07 Jason Block
08 Howard Koenig
09 Don Bloch
11 Janis Green
12 Sylvia Williger
12 Dr. Alan Ryave
12 Melissa Melnik

13 Stephen Goldman
14 Jami Jenner
16 Arnold Glassman
16 Sheila Craven
17 Harry Gunther
18 Evelyn Levin
19 Robin Smith
21 Dr. Michael Rudolph
21 Mike Gimbel
21 Tyler Porter
23 Jack Gasser
24 Shirley Levin
25 Aaron Sivertsen
26 Herbert Miller
26 Trent Porter

6th Phil & Susan Carey
in honor of their Anniversary

13th Sandra Paskus
in memory of her husband Bob  Paskus

20th Sylvia Williger
In memory of her daughter
Marilyn Williger

27th Bernard & Eileen Haber 
in honor of their 52nd Anniversary

Dec. 30th Dena Jastroch & 
Mollie Schartoff

6th Sylvia Williger, Cher Krichmar & 
Devora Patterson 

13th Sandy Bloch, Sandra Paskus, 
Ellie Urcis & Marsha Braunstein

20th Devora Patterson, Ellie Urcis & 
Ethel Shein

27th Sylvia Williger, Dena Jastroch & 
Sarah Blachman

13th Sisterhood
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SISTERHOOD 

PRESIDENTôS

MESSAGE

SISTERHOOD NEWS
Important Dates for Sisterhood-Mark your 

calendars

Your Sisterhood 2011-2012 Board Members

Diana Brown President
Cher Krichmar Executive V.P.
JakiNorris Immediate Past President
DevoraPatterson Recording Secretary
Cher Krichmar Membership
Ellie Urcis Ways & Means
Florence Bornstein Corresponding Secretary
Linda Selander Education
Leslie Berger Treasurer
Celia Goldstein Administrative Services
Sylvia Williger Financial Secretary
Nancy Griffin WRJ Representative
Dena Jastroch Religion
Caroline Benner Youth
Judy Jacobson Circle & Programs

Sisterhood Board Meeting
Monday, February 6th, 7pm.

Sisterhood General Meeting
Wednesday, February 8th, 7pm.
(see separate flyer with details)

February 22, 2012
Rubyôs Dine Out

20% back to TBO
(See separate flyer with details)

At our general membership meeting this past 
month, Ruthõs circle shared their favorite 
recipes!  The food was incredible ðthank you!

Wow! Sisterhood Sabbath was absolutely 
fantastic and very inspirational.  We honored 
our Past Presidentõs and celebrated our Golden 
Girls.  Our guest speaker for the evening was 
Deborah Goldfarb, thank you for a very 
interesting presentation.  We continued to 
celebrate with a wonderful Gala Oneg.  I want 
to thank everyone who was involved behind the 
scenes assisting Dena Jastroch in preparing for 
this wonderful evening! We are clearly 
òstronger togetheró.

Our next general membership meeting will be 
on Wednesday, February 8, @ 7 p.m.  Leahõs 
circle has a delightful and delicious evening 
planned!  Pampered Chef will be preparing some 
wonderful surprises for us.  If you choose, you 
can make some purchases.  Please come and join 
in the fun!  If you are not currently a member 
of Sisterhood ðstop by, schmooze and check 
us out on February 8 .  

On February 22, it is Rubyõs Dine Out, 
Whittwood Mall.

On another note, at the last meeting I 
discussed two open positions on our Sisterhood 
Board ðMembership and Circles & Programs.  
These are both critical positions on the board.  
Both positions require computer knowledge.  I 
am asking, you, the general membership, our 
wonderful volunteers, to step up and be a part 
of our board.  We need you!  
Volunteers donõt get paid, not because theyõre 
worthless, but because theyõre priceless.

Stronger Together ðMaking Lifelong Friends!

Diana

http://www.templebethohr.com/sisterhood/
http://www.templebethohr.com/sisterhood/
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THEATER PARTY

SISTERHOOD, along with PATHWAYS TO 
HOPE are hosting a theater party to be held at 

the CURTIS THEATER in Brea on Sunday, 
April 1, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. The show is called 
òTHE ALLEY CATSò, celebrating their 25th 

Anniversary. This show marks a return to their 
doo-wop roots and the music of the 50s and 

60s. The Alley Cats mix perfect pitch a 
cappella with off-the-cuff, yet hilarious hijinks
for a show that is simply entertaining. Join us 

for a sing-along, laugh-out-loud slide of 
Americana.

Tickets are $26.00 each and donor credit is 
given for each ticket sold. There is 

handicapped seating, as well. For tickets and 
further information, call me. ALL moneys 

MUST be turned in before March 22, 2012.

After the performance , those who would like 
to go to dinner will meet and go to a local 

restaurant.
SANDY BLOCH

Theater Party Chairperson
(562) 691-6363 or e-mail: 
sandyb1264@verizon.net
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Hold the date of 
Friday, April 6th, 2012 

for the Templeôs annual Passover 
Seder! Usually, we hold this on the 
second night so our Temple families 

may enjoy a family Seder with friends 
and family. However, in 2012 the 
second night of Passover will be 

Saturday, April 7th. So that more family 
and friends might share in a Passover 
seder, Temple Beth Ohr will hold the 

Temple's seder on Friday, April 6, 2012. 
Elements from the Friday evening 

worship service will be combined with 
our Seder for a Shabbat/Passover 

experience. More information to follow 
at a later date.

Israel Expo 2012 
Sunday, May 20 (2012) 1:00p to 6:00p 

at SamueliJewish Campus, Irvine, CA 

Israel Expo 2012 has something for everybody 

-- Great food, entertainment, activities for 

children, vendors and shopping and a section 

devoted to special event planning. There are 

endless attractions for kids of all ages -- camel 

rides, train-rides, arts & crafts, face-painting 

and more. For adults thereôs a multi-media 

exhibits, movies, dance and music 

performances, and Israeli dancing. 

WELCOME! Please be so kind to mark 
your calendar & schedule. 

Israelôs 63rd Independence Day Festival 
will take place on: 

April 29, 2012 between 10:00 AM -
7:00 PM in Woodley Park (MAP)

We hope that you and your organization 
Å congregation Å school 

Å synagogue Å community, plans to 
attend this event

http://events.ocregister.com/irvine-ca/venues/show/1117305-samueli-jewish-campus
http://events.ocregister.com/irvine-ca/venues/show/1117305-samueli-jewish-campus
http://events.ocregister.com/irvine-ca/venues/show/1117305-samueli-jewish-campus
http://www.israelfestival.com/directions.html

